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August 26, 1998
Memorandum
To: James Bucholtz, Project Manager, Denver Service Center
From: Paul Inashima, Archeologist, Applied Archeology Center, Resource Planning,

Denver Service Center
~ Reference: Independence National Historical Park, Package 412A, Independence Hall, Project Type 43
Subject: Archeological Monitoring Within the Tower Stairhall

Attached is a summary report on the archeological monitoring and limited archeological excavation which
accompanied the construction excavations for the new below ground Tower Stairball HVAC duct system. The
archeology described in this report was conducted over the period August 26 to September 9, 1996. This
effort was facilitated by field assistance from George Nestor and Fran McAnulty of Keating Construction.

Highlights of this archeology include the recovery of a King George I copper halfpenny, dated to 1720; the
retrieval of chronological and structural information on the 1732 Central Hall and 1750 Tower Stairhall
foundations; the documentation of the 1732 Central Hall builder's trench; the discovery of remnants of the

. 1750 land surface; and the recording of the truncated chute of the 1828 William Strickland tower clock
counterweight system, .

Early involvement in the discussions on the design of the HVAC ductwork facilitated a limitation on impacts
to cultural resources. Impacts to historic fabric were confined to a single hole created in the Central Hall
foundation for the passage of the ductwork from the Central Hall basement into the Tower Stairhall. Impacts
to archeological resources were constrained to the removal of ¢. 2.5 foot wide segment of the Central Hall
foundation builder's trench, of a small section of adjoining historic topsoil, and of inadvertent minor scrapings
of the historic topsoil along the southern half of the trench. Archeological excavation outside the areas of
direct construction impact was restricted to a probe below the bottom of the builder's trench to determine the
depth of the Central Hall foundation and a probe along the east face of the Strickland counterweight chute to
determine the depth of that structure and its accompanying installation pit.

The preserved sections of historic topsoil along the base of the HVAC trench and the unexposed sections of
historic topsoil and builder's trench beneath the remainder of the Tower Stairhall are recommended eligible for
listing in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion D. These resources are integrally linked to




the construction and early occupancy of Independence Hall as well as reflect on early eighteenth-century
Philadelphia landscapes. By extension, the unexcavated space beneath the Central Hall 1s encompassed by this

recommendatiion.
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